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Members attending:  Stephen Brinkman, Patty Kelley, Mike Maness, Hank 
Banks, Rebecca Rogers, Larry Cline, DeeDee Gaylor, Kate Markowski, Jane 
Wilson and Connie Brinley 
 
Patty Kelley introduced herself by telling a little about her background, and the 
rest of the attendees did the same.  Then she opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Role of Administrative Council:  Stephen Brinkman referred to his copy of the 
2012 Book of Discipline, which he had with him, for a description of the function 
of this church group.  Primarily, it is to implement and evaluate programs of 
nurture, outreach, and witness.  The group normally meets at least quarterly.  
Midland presently has a much smaller administrative council group than has 
sometimes been the case in the past (the largest council was 18 years ago, in 
1999).   
 
Scheduled meeting dates for the remainder of the year are April 24th and October 
30th.   
 
Pastor expectations:  Stephen shared the results of an exercise done the 
previous day at a regular SPRC meeting on expectations of the church for the 
pastor.  This exercise was suggested by the Bishop and recommended to 
pastors to try.  Based on 12 possible expectations, the SPRC members generally 
found consensus on four top priorities:  Worship planning, personal study, leader, 
and counseling.   
 
Trustees:  Mike Maness.  Priority items for this year are replacing the ceiling in 
the sanctuary and repairing rotten wood on the exterior.  The plan is to install a 
smooth ceiling instead of tiles and to see if the ceiling at the rear can be arched 
to align better with the ceiling in the remainder of the sanctuary.  New playground 
equipment, obtained via hauling away from a site being cleared, will be installed.  
There was some discussion of the chair fund (not a trustee project) and a 
question about cleaning or replacing the sanctuary carpet, with comments on its 
age (installed in 1979) and condition of the floor underneath.   
 
Men’s club:  Hank Banks.  Hank mentioned the good spirit of cooperation 
regarding the ramp installed for Mike Kent.  He also advised of plans to arrange 
for Dr. Ryan Litch, CSU history professor, to come speak in either April or May 
for an event to be open to the whole church.  He indicated his hope that the 



men’s and women’s ministries would be able to work together to manage the 
Farmer’s Market started by Larry Cline for the Men’s Club.  
 
Women’s ministry:  DeeDee Gaylor advised of donations from the Women’s 
Ministry in 2016 for the food bank and to three families.  Bereavement meals are 
still offered to church families who lose family members.  Upcoming donations 
will be for disaster relief in the Albany area and scholarships to Camp Joy.  A 
spiritual retreat is planned for April, after Easter.   
 
Preschool:  Rebecca noted that 40 kids are enrolled currently (about 35 families) 
and registration for next year has started.   
 
Finance:  We looked over the handout attached to the agenda.   
 
Vision:  Discussion of the interest in some sort of event for the whole church, 
such as what we did last year at Callaway Gardens.  All were in agreement such 
an event, with location to be determined, would be a good idea.   
 
Stephen Brinkman closed the meeting with prayer.    
 
 
 


